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that rallied to his banner. Pitt had no taste for the smaller
booties, and the tiny pomps, by which George won and kept
his faithful servants, but his gorgeous vanity revelling in the
buoyant consciousness of his importance was betrayed by a
natural and just contempt for the whole system of family
connections into a fatal allegiance to the King's plan. The
cry of the dissolution of parties was the common cry of the
King and of Pitt To the King it meant ministries eclectic,
incoherent, and docile : to Pitt it meant the overthrow of the
domination of a few proud, selfish houses, and the rule of
sheer talent and popularity. When Burke was busy making
straight lines in politics, separating men and forces by the
definite distinction of opinion, Pitt saw nothing but the faint
and dingy boundaries of family selfishness, and the dis-
appointment of crestfallen factions. A miraculous com-
bination of tact and good luck had thrown into the King's
arms the one man who could really have destroyed him
the man whom he dreaded, as he afterwards came to dread
Fox.
In its career no less than in this misfortune that blighted
its origin, the Rockingham Ministry reflects the influence
of the King's policy. The most powerful statesman was
kept out of the Ministry by the lustre of the new cry
against the government of great families. The Ministry
itself was overthrown by agents whose services were enlisted
by a glamour of a very different kind. George, who did
everything that flattery and a prodigal distribution of
patronage could do, to make office a bed of roses for his
favourites, spared no pains to make it a bed of brambles
for Ministers he disliked. He refused to create peers; he
encouraged insubordination In the Ministry; and he brought
into the field against his own Ministers all the energies
of the King's friends. He allowed Lord Strange to spread
the report that he was opposed to the repeal of the Stamp
Act; the Chancellor and the Secretary of War, besides
twelve of the King's household voted against that repeal,
and the actual dismissal of the Ministry had been pre-